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DOK Level 1-4 Questions/Stems  
for Each of the LAFS RL/RI Learning Goals 

 
•  Each page has appropriate questions that have already been developed for each of 

the Learning Goals.  The questions can be applied to any and ALL stories or texts 
that are shared in your classroom.  

 
•  In the left margin of each page, the LAFS RL/RI learning goals have been labeled 

with the DOK levels. The goals are color-coded which correlate to the colored 
columns on the chart.  This color-coded column indicates the DOK Level which is 
denoted as the required standard of mastery for that goal.  

•  Scaffolding is a CRUCIAL part of the goals therefore questions from each of the 
levels can be applied to build a solid foundation to reach mastery of the standard. 
Also, reaching up and beyond to challenge our students to extend their thinking by 
utilizing questions from the higher DOK levels proves beneficial!  

 
 
•  The red words, terms or phrases that are in parenthesis within the questions/

stems should be inputted by the teacher based on the chosen text.  EX:  Using the 
(text feature), locate the facts about ----?  

   lifecycle diagram  
 
•  Simply print these handy, ready-to-use questions to assist you during reading time 

and your students will be hitting HOME RUNS! 
 By:  Betty Sanchez  2014 



DOK QUESTIONS/
STEMS FOR 

LAFS RL LEARNING 
GOALS 

By:  Betty Sanchez  2014 



Who are the 
characters in (this 

story)? 

Can you explain why 
(that event) 

happened in the 
story? 

Can you predict  
what would have  
happened if ------? 

If ------ would have 
happened, how would 
the ending of the 
story change? 

Where does (this 
story) take place? 

Can you predict  
what will  

happen next? 

Using words from 
the story, can you 
explain why (the 

character) did that? 

How were the events 
of (this story) the 
same as the events 
of (those stories)? 

What Is the  
problem in  
(the story)? 

How would you  
compare/contrast 
(this event) to the 

(that event)? 

Do you think that the 
way the author 
describes (the 

character) makes the 
reader think he/she 
is -------?  Why? 

Do you agree/disagree 
with the author’s 

choice of (this story’s) 
outcome?  Why? 

What are the  
events 

in (the story)? 
 

How are  
(these 2 characters)  

alike/different? 

Do you know another 
time when _____ 

happened in a story? 

What questions could 
you ask to support a 

different  
perspective? 

What is  
the solution? 

How would you 
summarize (this  

story)? 

What question could 
you ask (the main 
character) about 
(the problem)? 

What can be learned 
about (the 

character’s) actions 
that can help you in 

your life? 
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Who are the 
characters in  
(this story)? 

Can you retell 
the problem in your 

own words? 

Can you predict  
what would have  
happened if...? 

Explain why you think 
that there are 

different versions  
of (this folktale). 

What happened in 
the beginning of  
(this story)? 

Can you retell 
the first event in 
your own words? 

Why do you think 
the author chose not 
to solve the problem 
with (restate event)? 

How would you 
improve upon (this 

character’s) actions as 
related to the theme?  

Justify reasons.  

What happened in 
the middle of 
(this story)? 

Can you retell 
another event in 
your own words? 

What is your 
interpretation of the 
theme of (this story)? 
Justify your thoughts. 

What can be learned 
about reading 

multiple stories with 
-------- theme? 

What happened 
at the end of  
(this story)? 

 

Can you retell 
the solution in your 

own words? 
 

Can you make 
connections between 
(the main character’s) 

actions and the 
story’s message?  

Do you  
agree/disagree with 
(the character)?  
Justify your 
 reason(s). 

What does the word  
solution mean? 

Can you tell  
(this story’s) 

lesson in your own 
words? 

Could this story 
happen in  

(new time or place)? 
Why or why not? 

Can you think of a 
way to deal with 
someone who acts 
like (the character)?   
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Who is the main 
character in the 

story? 

Describe the setting 
of the story in your 

own words. 

How does the author 
create the sense of 
(tension, happiness, 
etc) in the story? 

Do you  
agree/disagree with 

the actions of  
(the main character)? 

Why? 

Where does this 
story take place? 

Tell me some  
good/bad traits of 
the main character. 

How would you solve 
(this problem) using 

what you have 
learned about  

(the character)? 

What judgment(s) 
would 

you make about the 
actions of  

(the main character)? 

What is the problem 
in the story? 

Explain why the 
problem exists in the 

story. 

Why do you think the 
author chose to solve 

the problem by 
(restate solution)? 

If you were 
(the main character), 
what choice would 

you have made about 
(the event)? Why? 

Tell me one way they 
tried to solve the 

problem but it didn’t 
work. 

Describe how the 
main character 
reacts to the 

solution. 

What is the 
relationship between 
the (main character) 
and the way the 

problem was solved? 

If you could change the 
main character, who 
would you choose and 
how would that impact 

the story? 

What is the solution? 
Does this story show 
any kind of pattern? 

If so, what is it? 

Can you explain why 
the solution worked 
and the other events 

did not solve the 
problem? 

If you were the 
author, how would 
you improve the 
plot?  Why would 

that make it better? 
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Do you know what  
that word says? 

Can you write/draw 
in your own way 
what you think  

(the word) means? 

What story evidence 
can you find to let 

you know that  
(the word)  
means ---? 

What word or phrase 
choices would you have 

made to describe  
(the character’s) 

actions? 

Do you know what 
that word means? 

How does (this  
word) make you feel? 

Why do you think 
the author chose  

(the word or phrase) 
to describe ----? 

Can you create a 
new story part using 
the same phrasing 
that the author 

chose? 

Are there any words 
that you would like 
to ask a question 

about? 

How do you know 
that (the word) 
means _____? 

What is the relationship 
between (the word or 

phrase) and the 
character’s actions? 

Which use of the phrase, 
-------, is BEST used to 

show its meaning? Develop 
a persuasive argument to 

prove your point. 

How would you 
define (word)? 

How would you  
rephrase the meaning 

of (the word)? 

How are (the words 
or phrasing) related 
to the theme of the 

story? 

Can you compare other 
stories that use the 

same type of phrasing to 
see if it has the same 

use or meaning? 

Do you know any 
letters/sounds that 

help you read 
 (the word)? 

Can you  
identify the words 
that make you feel 

---- ? 

Can you explain why 
the author chose to 
write the story in 

this format? 

Explain how you feel 
when you compare the 
phrasings from (2-3 

different stories) from 
this author. 
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What are the names 
of the different 
kinds of texts? 

Can you provide an 
example of a  

non-fiction text 
feature? 

Explain why you 
categorized the 

stories in that way. 

Can you assess the 
value of this stanza, 

nonfiction text feature, 
chapter, etc.. to this 
poem, informational 

text, etc� ? 

What does 
non-fiction mean? 

How can you show 
your understanding 
of the structure of 

a story? 

Can you compare the 
use of (non-fiction 
text feature) on  
p. ---- to the one 

 on p. -----? 

What conclusions can 
you make that justify 

why (this author) 
chooses to write using 

(this structure)? 

What does  
fiction mean? 

How would you 
classify this text? 

After looking at all of 
(these non-fictional text 
features), explain how 
they are helpful when 

learning? 

What type of text would 
be the best choice for 
the reader to interpret 

(this information)?  
Justify your choice. 

Is this a poem  
or play? 

Compare/contrast 
the structures of  

fictions and 
 non-fiction texts. 

Can you explain why 
an author follows a 
story map when 
writing fictional 

stories? 

Evaluate why the series 
of stanzas or chapters, 
etc� fit together to 
create a structure in 
this poem, novel, etc�. 

Name the parts 
 of a 

 fictional story. 

What characteristics 
make this  

story a -----? 

Can you explain why 
the author chose to 
write (the story/text) 

in this way? 

Evaluate why it is 
important to read 

many kinds of texts. 
Justify your answer. 
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What is the name  
of the author of 

this story? 

Can you provide an 
example of what  

the illustrator does 
in this story? 

Explain the 
differences in the 
authors’ points of 

view in these stories? 

What changes would 
you recommend to 
the illustrator? 

Why? 

What is the name of 
the illustrator of 

this story? 

Explain the 
differences between 
the author and the 
illustrator’s jobs? 

Using text evidence, how 
do you know that 
(character’s and 

author’s) points of view 
are same/different? 

What changes would 
you recommend to 

the author? 
Why? 

What does an 
 author do? 

Identify who is telling 
the story at 

(this part). Explain 
how you know. 

Using text evidence, how 
do you know that 
(character) feels 
differently than  

(character)? 

How would you rate 
the illustrator’s job? 

Why? 

What does an 
illustrator do? 

Why did I change my 
voice when I read 
(this part) in the 

story? 

Describe how you 
would judge  

the opinions of  
(these characters)? 

Using (these texts) 
prove which job  

(author or illustrator) 
was MORE important. 

Who writes the 
words in the story? 

How do you know 
that (the characters) 

acted or felt 
differently? 

How is the author’s 
job similar to that of 
the illustrator’s job? 
Explain with text 

evidence. 

Is the author’s job or 
the illustrator’s job 

MORE important in this 
text?  Use evidence to 

argue your point. 

 D
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Which illustration in 
the story shows 

------? 

Describe how (this 
illustration) shows 
what the story is 

saying. 

What conclusions can 
you make from the 
comparisons of the 

photos on p. ---- and 
p. -----? 

What judgment would 
you make about the 
illustrator’s choice 
of pictures?  Why? 

Locate the 
illustration that 

shows the setting of 
the story. 

Describe how (this 
illustration) shows 

that (the character) 
is -----. 

Can you tell the 
difference in the way 
the illustrator drew 
the picture on p. -- 
and the one on p. --? 

What changes would 
you tell the illustrator 

to do to create a 
different mood?  How 

will that work? 

Which illustration 
shows  

(the main character)? 

Describe how  
(this illustration) 
is creating the 
story’s mood. 

Why do you think the 
illustrator chose to put 
------- in the picture on 

p. ----?  Use text 
evidence to prove it. 

Suppose you could 
draw an illustration for 

the text on p. ---. 
What would it show 

and why? 

Which illustration 
shows that  

(the character) 
feels ------? 

Can you show an 
example of how the 
illustrator is showing 
the mood of ------? 

What text evidence 
can you find that 

would prove that the 
illustrator’s picture is 

drawn correctly? 

How would you improve 
the visual on p. --- to 

better show the 
author’s ideas? 

Which illustration 
matches 

 (these words)? 

What can you say 
about the way the 
illustrator drew this 

picture? 

What conclusions can 
you make from the 
illustrator’s choice of 

pictures? 

What information can 
you gather from the 
visuals to support 

your idea about----? 

 D
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A Learning Goal for 
RL 8 does not exist. 



What is the name of 
the main character in 

(the story)? 

Describe how (the 
main character) 
reacts to his/her 

adventure. 

Explain why the 
author chooses 

(these characters) 
for this theme? 

Which version of 
(title) do you think is 

better?  Why? 

Does the character in 
(the story) have a  

good or bad 
adventure? 

Which is the MOST 
important character 

in the story? 

What evidence can you 
find in both stories 

that proves the theme 
relates to the pattern 

of events? 

Suppose you were the 
main character in (title), 
would you act the same 

or different from 
(character) in (title)? 
Why or why not? 

Tell what the main 
character looks like. 

What are the 
differences between 
(the characters) in 

the story? 

How are the adventures 
of (the characters) the 
same in both (of these 

stories)? 

How would you change 
the adventures of 

(character) in (title) to 
improve the version? 

Where does the 
adventure take 

place? 

What can you  
say about 

 (the character)? 

Are the actions of 
(the character) and 
(the other story’s 

character) the same 
or different?  How? 

Evaluate why you think 
that (this story) has 

more than one version? 

What is the main 
character’s 
adventure? 

Compare/contrast 
the approaches to 

the themes of these 
stories? 

How are the versions 
of (title) similar and 

different? 

Can you think of a 
new version for this 

story? 

 D
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DOK Level Questions 
were not created for 

RL 10. 



DOK QUESTIONS FOR 
LAFS RI  

LEARNING GOALS 



When did  
(event) 
happen? 

Can you explain why 
(this fact) is 

important in the 
text? 

What is the MOST 
important part of the 

information about 
-----? Use text 

evidence to tell why. 

Explain your 
connection to the 
information in this 

text. 

Where is 
------? 

What new 
information did you 
learn about -----? 

Which is the BEST  
answer for (this 

question) about ----? 
Use text examples to 

explain. 

How were the facts in 
(this text) more 

important then the 
facts in (these texts)? 

Explain why. 

Name a fact  
about ------. 

When we/you were 
done reading, what 

were our/your 
questions that were 
left unanswered? 

Can you ask an 
original question 
about this fact? 

What can you infer from 
the information you 

gathered from the facts 
in these texts?  Use 

quotes from the text in 
your explanation. 

What kind of 
-------- 

is --------? 
 

How are  
(these two facts)  
alike/different? 

Can you make a 
connection from (this 

information) to 
something else? 

How can you judge the 
importance of 

understanding (the 
detailed information)? 

Who is 
famous for 

------? 

Can you explain how 
(this fact) helps you 

understand 
the information? 

What facts would 
you select to 
support your 

answer?  

Design/make a model 
of ------ to prove  
your understanding 

of the details. 

 D
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What is a  
main idea? 

Determine the 
details that support 

the main idea. 

Explain why the author 
would choose to use  
(these details) as  

a way to 
support the main idea. 

Explain a connection to 
the details in 

(this text) to something 
you have learned about 

in another subject. 

What does  
key detail 
mean? 

Compare 
(the details) 

given about the  
main idea. 

Which of  
(these details) 

 proves a better 
way to explain the 
main idea?  Why? 

Explain how this 
author’s use of the 

(key details) were more 
helpful than (this 

author’s) in (this text). 

What is a 
topic? 

Contrast 
(the details) 

given about the  
main idea. 

How are (these details) 
related to the main 

idea.  Use text 
evidence to support 

your ideas. 

Why do you think 
that (these facts) 
were the best way 

to share this 
information? 

Can you locate one 
detail in the text? 

 

Which sentence 
BEST tells the  

main idea? 

How could you adapt 
the details to develop 

a new main idea? 

Which of the author’s 
texts do you think 

helped you the most? 
Why? 

Can you identify 
a detail on this 
chart/graph? 

Can you sort these 
details that do and 
do not support the 

main idea? 

How would you describe 
the order that the facts 
were written in this text 
as they are related to 

the main idea? 

What details can you 
gather to support 
your own idea? 
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What are the  
names of the  

(inventors, scientists, 
presidents, etc�)? 

Compare/contrast
(two historical 

figures). 

Use text evidence to 
describe a connection 

between these 
(historical events). 

Explain a connection to 
the concepts in 

(this text) to something 
you have learned about 

in another subject. 

Can you name the 
steps in the process? 

How are the facts 
on p. --- similar to 
the facts on p. ----? 

Which of  
(these texts) 

 proves a better way 
to explain the 

procedure? Why? 

Explain how (this 
author’s) use of the 
information was more 

helpful than (this 
author’s) in (this text). 

What is that  
process called? 

How is the lifecycle 
of (this animal) 

similar to  
(that animal)? 

Connect the science 
experiments to figure 
out what hypothesis 

they prove. 

Why do you think 
that (these events) 

in history are 
compared and 
connected? 

When did that 
happen in history? 

 

How is the habitat 
of ---- the  

same/different than 
the habitat of ---? 

Use text evidence to 
describe the 

connection between 
(these ideas).  

 How would you use 
what you have learned 
about ----- in your 

own life? 

Write/tell me the 
steps in (this 

process).  

Compare/contrast 
these 

(two historical 
events). 

How would you 
describe the order 

that the facts were 
written in (this text)? 

Can you write/draw a 
picture to show how 
you can apply (these 

concepts) in life?  

 D
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Do you know what  
(that word) says? 

Can you write/draw in 
your own way what you 
think (the word) means? 

What text evidence can 
you find to let you know 

that (the word)  
means ---? 

What word choices would 
you have  

made to describe  
the topic?  Why? 

Do you know what 
(that word) means? 

How can you figure out 
what (the word) 

means? 

Why do you think the 
author chose  (the word 
or phrase) to explain ----? 

Can you gather 
information to develop 
alternative explanations 
for reasons for the 

authors’ word choices/
phrasings in these texts? 

Are there any words that 
you would like to ask a 

question about? 

How do you know that 
(the word) means _____? 

What is the relationship 
between (the word or 
phrase) and the text’s 

information? 

Explain how similar words/
phrasings compared/
contrasted in (these 
texts).  Apply text 
evidence to justify.  

How would you define 
(word)? 

How would you  
rephrase the meaning of 

(the word)? 

How are (the words or 
phrasing) related to the 

topic? 

Can you compare 
 (these texts) to see if 
the meanings of the key 
words/phrases are the 
same or different? 

Do you know any letters/
sounds that help you 

read 
 (the word)? 

What other words helped 
you figure out  

(the unknown word)? 

Can you explain why the 
author chose  

(this phrase) to explain 
(this topic)? 

Explain what you learned 
when you compared the 

phrasings from (2-3 
different texts) about 

this topic. 

 D
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Can you point to the 
front cover of the 

book? 

Using the (text 
feature), locate the 

facts about�? 

Can you describe how 
the overall structure 

of the text helps 
you understand the 

information? 

If you were the author, 
what text structure/

feature would you have 
chosen to describe the 

topic? Why? 

Can you open the 
book to the  
title page? 

Which text feature 
would BEST help you 
locate the meaning of 

words? 

Using text evidence, 
explain which text 

feature is the BEST 
way to locate 

 (this information)? 

Analyze the structures 
of these text to prove 
which better clarifies 
the purpose of the 

text.   

Can you show me 
where the back cover 

of the book is? 

How and why  
do you use a�  

(table of contents, 
labels, headings, title 

page, front/back cover)? 

Can you explain/write 
about the use of the 
author’s choice of text 
features to explain the 

information? 

What information can 
you gather from these 

text features to 
support your idea? 

Can you locate a� 
(heading, label, 

caption, table of 
contents, etc�)? 

Can you sort these 
text features that 
can/can’t assist you 

with locating� 
(definitions, pages, etc)? 

Compare the use of 
(this text feature) on 
p. ---- to the use of 

the same text 
feature on p. ---. 

Can you use the 
information from these 
text features to make a 
connection to a fictional 

story?  Explain your 
answer. 

What is the name  
of (this text 
feature)? 

What other text 
feature or search 
tool can help you 

locate�? 

Can you explain why 
the author chose (this 

text structure) to 
share this information? 

What can you conclude 
from the information 

shown in� 
(these diagrams, graphs, 

captions, etc�)? 
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What is the name of 
the person who 
writes a story? 

What is the main 
purpose of this text? 

Why do you think it 
is important for the 

author and the 
illustrator to work 
closely together? 

What changes would 
you recommend to 

the author to better 
explain the purpose? 
Why would that help? 

What is the name of 
the person who 
draws/takes the 
story’s pictures? 

How can you show 
your understanding 
of the main purpose 

of (this text)? 

Using text evidence, 
show whether the 

author or illustrator 
BEST explains the 

information? 

What changes would 
you recommend to the 
illustrator to improve? 
Use multiple sources 
to justify why that  

would help? 

What does an  
author do? 

What important facts 
did the author include 
to show the purpose 

of this text? 

Compare/contrast 
different accounts of 
the same event. Then 
describe the differences 

in the information. 

Based on the purposes 
of these texts (about 

the same topic), can you 
predict the potential 

benefits and drawbacks 
of ------? 

Can you tell me 
about the job of the 

illustrator? 

Did the author or 
illustrator explain 

�? 

Using several different 
texts, describe how the 
authors’ information  
about the same topic 

differs? 

Can you think of an 
original way to apply the 
knowledge gained from 
the main purpose of 

these texts? 

Did the author or 
the illustrator help 

you with (that 
information)? 

Describe how -----
explained the main 

purpose of this text. 

Why did the author 
include ------?  What 
impact does it have 

on the reader? 

How would you 
evaluate the authors’ 
points of view of these 

texts about ---- 
written over a period 

of time? 

 D
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Which illustration 
matches (this  
information)? 

What is the 
relationship between 
the text and the 
illustration on  

p. ----? 

Can you interpret then 
explain how the 

information found in 
this visual resource 
assists you in your 

understanding? 

Develop a generalization 
about the information 
in these visuals. Then 

apply it to a life 
scenario.  

Locate the picture 
that shows 
 (this idea). 

Explain how (this 
image) clarifies the 

key details? 

Does your perception 
of the illustration guide 
your understanding?  
Why or why not? 

Analyze multiple visual 
sources about -----. 
Then evaluate their 

importance. 

What do you see in 
the illustration on p. 

------? 

How does this picture 
help you understand 

the information in this 
text? 

What are the possible 
flaws in the visual 
resources that you 

have researched about 
-----? 

Based on these visuals 
(about the same topic), 
can you construct a 

model that would change 
------? 

Which detail matches 
this picture? 

Can you find the visual 
resource that answers 

(this question)? 

What is the impact on 
the reader when looking 
at the visual image on 

p. ----- ? 

Can you think of an 
original way to apply the 
knowledge gained from 
the visuals in these 

texts? 

Identify the ----- 
in the illustration. 

How does the 
illustration describe 
the details in the 

text? 

Critique these multiple 
visuals and explain 
which provides the 
BEST information. 

Can you propose an  
alternative solution to 
the problem shown in  
the information in  
(these visuals)? 

 D
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Can you recall a fact 
about ------? 

What reasons does 
the author give to 
support his/her 

points about ------? 

Using text evidence, 
how does the author 
choose to use these 

reasons to support the 
idea of ------?  

How could you disprove 
the author’s reasons 
that support ----? 

Locate one of the 
details about ------. 

What examples can 
you find that the 
author is/is not 

supporting his/her 
points? 

What is the author’s 
chain of reasoning for 

-------? 

Can you construct a 
model that validates 

the reasons the author 
gave about -----? 

Can you define 
----------? 

How can you show 
your understanding of 
the reasons the author 
gives to support these 
points about -----? 

What conclusions can 
you draw about the 
author based on the 

reasons he/she gave to 
support ------? 

What could be done to 
minimize or maximize 

the readers 
interpretation of the 

author’s points? 

Make a list of key 
words that you/we 
read about ----. 

How can you organize 
these reasons to 

better support the 
idea of -------? 

What reasons justify 
the author’s points 
about ------? Why do 

you think so? 

What changes could be 
made to deal with the 
major issue that is 

explained by the author’s 
points about -----? 

Restate the author’s 
points about ----. 

Explain the reasons 
that the author 
gives to support 

-----. 

Apply the reasons the 
author gives to 

support ----- to a 
real-world situation. 

Do you agree with the 
author’s reasons that 

support -----? 
Why or why not? 
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How are these (pictures, 
texts, diagrams, etc�) 

the same? 

Compare and contrast 
the important details 
about (this topic). 

Using text evidence, what 
conclusions can you make 
about the way the topic 
is presented in these 

texts?  

Evaluate which text BEST 
supports the topic with 
the use of the chosen 

details.  Use text 
evidence to prove it. 

How are these (pictures, 
texts, diagrams, etc�) 

different? 

Combine/organize the 
information about (this 
topic) from these texts. 

How is the information 
about the topic in ------- 

related to the 
information about the 

topic in -------? 

Can you construct a 
model that validates your 
knowledge gained from 

reading these texts about 
-----? 

What are the (titles, 
genres, etc..) of these 
texts?  Are they the 
same or different? 

How would you classify 
the similarities and 
differences of these 

topics? 

Can you elaborate on the 
reasons why the facts 
about the same topic 

were presented 
differently in these 

texts? 

Can you elaborate on the 
relationship found within 
the information about 

------ from these texts? 

What do the words 
similarities and 

differences mean? 

How would you 
summarize the 

information about (this 
topic) from this text? 

Can you formulate a 
theory about this topic 

from the details 
presented in all these 

texts? 

After reading these texts, 
justify why the details 
are different about the 
same topic.  Use text 

evidence. 

What is a topic? 
 

What do you notice 
about the way the topic 
is presented in these 

texts? 

Integrate the information 
from the texts.  Present 
your understanding of 
the information about 

(this topic). 

Propose new texts to 
share that would provide 
more key details about 

(this topic). 

 D
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DOK Level Questions 
were not created for 

RI 10. 
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